> dn bumble Retenſtrance of the BATCHELOR $, in and abext 

„ LONDON, . the Honourable Houſe, in Anſwer to a 
late Paper, Intituled A Petition of the LADIES for 
HUSBANDS. | FE 


Gentlemen, 


whenever he finds himſelfurjuſtlic treated, to fly to his repreſentatives 

foratedreſs, Ton that baveſo e fecłuallie mortifiad Arbicrery Power 

even in a great Monarch, will cectainly neyer cho riſtiit ina lower ſta- 

—— wes bope that the — w |] ant find that 

ragement at your s I Yanity prompeed them to expect; though 

thei 2 ſpeaks in a very ſabmiſſive Stile; yet for all that: — 

we a different ſoit of language in other places, There they not only diſpute the 

rioritie with the Men, even pretend to the Right of Conqueſt over them for- 

| n trhuwpbed over the wickedneſs of aur great Grand fa- 

N And no doubt ont had inſiſted u pon that Article before you, 

laft week ſo puniſh'd the unpallarable Doctrine of Conqueſt, to 

illegal pretence , which is prejudicial to the Liberty and Privi- 

”  Jedg "Wthaveexamined all the old Records, but cannot find the leaſt 

> appearance tocolouitr fach a Plea. At preſent we ſhall diſmiſs this point to deſcend 

de particalars of their Petition, and leave it to you it laſt to decide ibe Con, 
| werſie now depending between us. 

complain that the Holy State of Matrimony, has of late years been yery ir: 

; wgecently ſpoken of, that it has bean rhymed todeatbin Sonnet, and murdered iu 

1 ö Sta Now we would not be guilty of that ill breeding, to ſay 


| þ A Y Ou ate the Sinctusty ofthe oppreſſed ? and tis hatural for the SubjeR 
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ies all along found the Matter, and the Satyreſt only found the Words. 
& we are aſſured from all hands, that thofe perſons why bave taken the 
ins toexpoſe that Holy State, were all of 'emmarcied ( 
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| | to prove which 
could name a famous Abdieating Fœt, il we were minded) and we bopethe 
don't e 2 ſhould either defend or con dem 5 
Mues, and conſequently in 4 capacity to judge on which fide the Truth lies, 
Bore! lherimesy) than a weer Land-man ko ofthe 
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- Bat > make amends for this meld 
ven in the next pace: that theit Sex fo 


ad 
and i 
Tea 


and — Daughters, are the beſt preſents ibey give —— — ſo that 
on this Account ſerye the Chriſtian Parſans, a3 their Predeceflors, the pagan Priefts, 
did theic Deities, who uſed to complement Papi with the Guts and Gacbidge, 


and reſerved the remainder of the Bullock forthemfelyer, After all, whether this 
-happeraby their own Fault, ot no, the Leyites ate made but a civilet ſort of Sca. 
vengerstocatry off the Duſt and Rubbiſh of the Sex, ſo that the Ladies may (pare 
theit thanks to them iſ the pleaſe; for tis we of the Laity ou that are in heit debt 
for this great Civility, 
Alter this, Gentlemen, the Ladies are pleaſed toayogch, that if it hed not been 
for a certaindamnd Liquor call Wine, the Men by the meer Impulſe of nature had 
teen long ſince reduced to theit Duty. Here by the word Duty, they plainly inſi- 
nuatea Conqueſt; and therefore we hymbly beg that their petition may be Gar to 
the Palace-Yard, and there ſerved ſecundum u ſum ſerum. In the mean time, it a 
myſtery to us what makes the Ladiesrent their ſpleen ſo furicuſly upon out Wine, 


which by the bye never meant the leaft harm in ĩts Life to the God of Lov's SuþjeRs, 
ine all tha drinking corbemfelyes; or elſe ſince theic 


unleſs they intend to monopol 

Ser bit been ſo familiar — Brandy, blaſphemed by the name of cold Tea, a Jury 
of ted noſed Midwiyes have pronunced Wine to be a feeble, impotent Creaturein 
compariſon ofthat, They wonder why the Men ſhquld ſcruple to marty out of fear 
ol Cackoldem, and yet nat ſetuple to drink ſlumm d Wine forfear ofs Fever. To 
vVbich we Reply that tbe Caſe is Axttemely different. Not one Man in an hundted 
. getzaTeyer by drinking; at tie ſame time, ſcarce one in an hundred that is matti- 

ad eſcapes Cuckoldom. And Gentlemen, ls not that great Odds ? 
wou d have you paſs it into a Law, that — Man ſhould be obliged to 
-marry immediately after twenty ane; and incaſe he refuſes ſotodo, to pay agood 
round iumm yearly for bis Liberty: though we are all ofutagreed that One and 
Twenty is fomewhat oftbeſooneſt to begin at. For why ſhould a man be forbid. 
den to travel upon the Road, unleſs he'ſets out exactly at ſumiſing; yet out of 
.Complaiſance to the Ladies, we ate willing to let it paſs, though we are certain 
that balfthe Racers will be foundered before Thicty, provided always ( and to be 
ſure, they will never miſtake the word, either in an AR of Parliament, orgut-of 
an AQ ot Parliament) that all Virgins or reputed Virgins, vho ate pafled the Age 
ol One and - have wherewichal to ſetup ſoma honeſt, well-chingd 
younger Brother, tarry in expeRation of a ſtriking a Country. Squyer or Al- 
derman's Son, ſhall be likewiſe amerced the ſame Summ for their Maideo-beade, 
The Ladies perhaps will here object that tis bard to be taxedfor an inviſibleEſtate 2 
hut we ſay, No. We can aame them a hundred Tradeſmenhete in ihe City, -= 
ince 
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TY 
fince the Revolution baye paid for what they never bad ; thoſe forinſtance that 
have been (Ned at 400 l. when they were not really worth one ; andyet ſo value 
able a thiag i Reputation, Whether we deferye it or no, loſt norking Bar. 


gas. | | 

They would have none cxcuieũ from Marriage, but only the imparett and frigid 

(which by the bye, G mletmen i fully as ſevere wif you vote that all maſt 

' £r00p40 the Wars but the Parſons) ani deſite you to erect a Court in every Coun. 

ty. — of halt a fcore experienced Matrons, who ſhall havefall Authorky 

to exami * ts VhO they ſufpoct to — . — Money about hem, foc 
0 ber not in i 


fear they ſhould put upoti their e, when their por change it 
Pray ak aleoge r fo haſty, fair Ladies. Let your Court have emen ir 
and not all Women: Then we may expect tobe Juſtice done tou; for experi. 
.enced Matratvare too much a party concerned tobe Ve 
demand whether it be convenient that only Vintners, aud Ale. | | 
the ſole Right pfdeterdiinipg Mea futes. Vintners never tn the MeafdireSima)! 
enough ; but it may ſo happen that your vxperienced rage — your 
Midwives, may be of a different Opinion, and ſo think no Meaſure enough. 
Gentlemen, do but remember theTryersvnder the lateReignoff exnvlidiferzthey were 
a parcel ofigquiſitor Divinesfet opdyihe then no Government, ta licence ili ſuch 
erſons that'weve to be diſpatched imo the —_ rd. Mow 
— if they bad a PDrrel to a Man, certainly ve jected him, and pan him by, 
though perbaps be was Maſter ofa moreunexceptionable Talent than ſeveral o- 
ther thattuad piſſed the vu pit Maſter defgtethem. This needs no Application, 
They complain of the exceſſive multitude of Miſſes and Harlots in andabout the 
+ Town, who, asthey rebir, Givens —— of thoſe Streams that would o- 
therwiſe run inthe 23 nnel of Matrimony, Tien ſad Truth, we con 
it, the number of theſe Interlopersis very grievous; and yettirafadFruttyrbat 
the — Ladies have occaſionedit. Let them but leave quarrelling about 
Jointures, and carry alittls more Chriſtian Complaiſance about them, and the o- 


ther Fry would diſappear n myOmemn: For resin a State are like Copper far- 
thingriathe wayof Trade, only uſed for the Convenience of readier Change, but 


though theſe oh, Remales ape feally acorflary to the greaty iſles, 
they would have evety parlon N Ih b I" ya 
good ſwinging Fine ts the Geoyernment. *  trthis retfonable or fair? Would Go- 
vernour Walker, do ye think, bave dane like a Gentlemanif he had fined his He- 
toes of London · Darry for feeding on Horfe-fl:ſh, contrary tothe Statute, when 
they bad nothing elſe to help themſelves with. Tis the ſame in all Caſes where 
there is nachoiſe, but down right neceſſity. | . 
They would have you enat, ſince they find Wine is ſo potent a Rival, that 
none but martied Men ſhall bave the Privil of entering intoa Tavern, that is 
modeſtly ſpeaking of being drunk. With all our Hearts, Gentlemen, provided 
alwayes that none but martied Women ſhall be licenſed to appear at the tre, 
Chocolet-houſe, Whitehall ot the Park; r if they do, that any vigorous Cavalier 
ſhall have Liberty to carry them off, without incurring the Fate of por Sir Febs 
ob 


To preſent you at one view with the Meritz of the Cauſe. The Ladies are weary 
of lyingalone, and ſoare we: They would fain be advantageouſly married, ang 
ſo would your humble Seryants. The Quarrel therefore on their ſide is unjuſily 
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86490 | 
begun. They look upon us to be their Adverſaties, whereas we have the ſame 
kind inclinations to their Sex, as any of our Fore-fathers, the ſame Deſires, the 
- ſame Wiſhes, by the ſame Token we heartily believe they had equal Beauty, and 
equal, if not ſuperiour, Charms to any oftheic Sex beforethem. Nut as in a long 
Tract of Time, Innovations cannot fail to ſtart up; ſo the Ladies either pteſum- 
ing on theit own Strength, or inthe Inadvertancy of the Men, have trump d up ſe- 
veral new Doctrines upon us. A Court ſtip, as the Ladies ate pleaſed to order it, 
is now the greateſt Pennance any Man in the World canundergo. We muſt 
ſwear as manyOaths as would ſerve one of his Ma jeſlies higheſtGariſons ſor a twelve · 
month; till we are believed. Wemuſt treat them like Godeſſes, lie proftrate at 
their Feet, make preſents ſo expenſive and numerous, that perhaps wives Portion 
will ſcarſe make amends for what the Miſtreſs extotted from us. Becauſe Jacob 
could ſerve two Apprenticeſhips for his Rachel, they imagine that we muſt do the 
ſame ; not conſidering that the Race ofthe Metbaſelabs and Patriarcht is quite ex · 
tin, and that thisold Teſtament-Lover, were he in our Cicumſtancys, who be- 
ginto decay at thirty, would have taken wiſer and bettet Meaſures, | 
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Gentlemen 
Theſe are our Sentiments upon this Subject: And as we'don't doubt the Juſtice 
ofthis Honourable Houſe, ſo welittle-queſtion but that our Gauſe will preyail; 
Ina word, Let Law beencouraged, and Cruelty and Coyneſs bs puniſhed, 


And your Petitioners «in Duty bound foall ever Prey. 
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